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THE TORONTO MEETING OF 
THE AMERICAN ASSOCIA- 
TION FOR THE ADVANCE- 
MENT OF SCIENCE 

As guests of the University of 
Toronto and the Royal Canadian In- 
stitute, the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science holds its 
seventy- fourth meeting at the Uni- 
versity of Toronto from December 
27 to 31. Meeting with the various 
sections of the association and in 
many cases joining in their pro- 
grams are twenty-five associated so- 
cieties. 

The association is American, its 
field covering North, Central and 
South America, but it has never 
met south of the United States. Its 

1 Edited by Watson Davis, Science 
Service. 



last meeting in Canada was at To- 
ronto twenty-two years ago. Previous 
meetings had been held in Mont- 
real in 1857 and 1882. 

Professor Eliakim Hastings Moore, 
head of the department of mathe- 
matics at the University of Chicago, 
will preside at the general sessions. 
Dr. L. O. Howard, chief of the Bu- 
reau of Entomology of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, will de-, 
liver the address of the retiring presi- 
dent on the evening of the first day, 
his title being, (a) "On some presi- 
dential addresses; (b) "The War on 
the Insects." 

At the joint invitation of the 
American Association and the Ameri- 
can Society of Zoologists, Dr. Wil- 
liam Bateson, director of the John 
Innes Horticultural Institution, Eng- 
land, will attend the meetings and 
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will make his principal address be- 
fore a general session on "The Evo- 
lutionary Faith and Modern Doubt." 

Another address before a general 
session of the American Association 
will be delivered by Sir Adam Beck, 
chairman of the Hydro-electric Com- 
mission of Ontario, his subject be- 
ing "Hydro-electric Developments in 
Ontario/' illustrated by motion pic- 
tures. Sir Adam Beck's address will 
be under the auspices of Section M 
(Engineering) which has on its pro- 
gram other papers on engineering 
progress in Canada, including oil de- 
velopments in the far north, mining 
operations in eastern Canada and 
problems of railway engineering. 

Among the symposia, most of 
them arranged jointly by a section 
of the American Association and re- 
lated societies, are: Insects as dis- 
seminators of plant diseases, origin 
of variations, utility of the species 
concept, orthogenesis, The quantum 
theory, Frost resistance and winter 
killing of plants, Synoptic weather 
charts, Cooperation of Canada and 
the United States in the field of 
agriculture, Crop zones, The struc- 



ture of the atom, The child : Its 
health and development. 

In addition to the scientific and 
technical programs, entertainments 
and social features have been ar- 
ranged by the local committee, in- 
cluding a reception at the Royal On^ 
tario Museum, which contains some 
of the finest scientific collections on 
the continent, an informal conver- 
sazione in Hart House, also boxing, 
wrestling, fencing, basket-ball, gym- 
nastics, group games, diving, swim- 
ming, band music and bag-pipe music, 
water polo and indoor baseball in 
Hart House, an exhibition of artistic 
skating and an ice hockey match, 
and a showing of popular educational 
motion pictures on various subjects. 
An exhibition of new apparatus for 
scientific research and new scientific 
products will be held in the univer- 
sity's exhibition hall. 

The facilities and entertainment 
offered the American Association by 
the University of Toronto and the 
Royal Canadian Institute promise to 
be a great factor in the success of 
the meeting. The University of 
Toronto compares favorably in size 
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and equipment with the leading 
American universities. Hart House, 
the social and recreational center of 
the university, contains assembly 
halls, libraries, a complete gym- 
nasium, dining halls and a well- 
equipped theater. 

The Royal Canadian Institute, 
Canada's oldest scientific society, is 
made up of professional, scientific 
and business men interested in scien- 
tific progress. Jointly with the Uni- 
versity of Toronto, this organization 
has made the arrangements for the 
meeting. 

Several Canadian scientific soci- 
eties will join with the American 
Association in its meeting, among 
them being the Royal Astronomical 
Society of Canada. The societies 
associated with the American Asso- 
ciation which will join in the Toronto 
meeting are: The American Mathe- 
matical Society, The Mathematical 
Association of America, The Ameri- 
can Physical Society, The American 
Meteorological Society, The Ameri- 
can Society of Zoologists, The En- 
tomological Society of America, The 
American Association of Economic 
Entomologists, The Botanical Society 
of America, The American Phyto- 
pathological Society, The American 
Society of Naturalists, The Ecologi- 
cal Society of America, The Ameri- 
can Microscopical Society, The 
American Nature-Study Society, The 
American Metric Association, The 
Society of American Foresters, The 
American Society for Horticultural 
Science, The Association of Official 
Seed Analysts, The Society of Sigma 
Xi, The Gamma Alpha Graduate 
Scientific Fraternity, and the Phi 
Kappa Phi Fraternity. 

THE AMERICAN ORNITHO- 
LOGISTS' UNION 
Ornithologists of the country 
gathered at Philadelphia from No- 
vember 8 to ii to attend the thirty- 
ninth annual meeting of the Ameri- 
can Ornithologists' Union, Forty 



papers and eighteen reels of motion 
pictures were presented during the 
meeting and bird naturalists from as 
far away as Holland, England and 
the Pacific coast were in attendance. 

A large number of papers were 
about South American and tropical 
birds, ranging in habitat from 
Panama to Patagonia. Bird banding 
in its various phases was considered 
in other papers and there was the 
usual quota of technical papers on 
bird names, life habits and history. 

The union recorded a net gain of 
264 members added to a membership 
which already at the beginning of the 
meeting numbered 1,350. 

Four American Ornithologists were 
given the highest honor that can be 
conferred upon them by their fellow 
workers when they were elected to 
fellowship in the union. The num- 
ber of fellows is limited to fifty, and 
with these four elections only one 
vacancy remains. Those honored 
were: Dr. W. H. Bergtold, an or- 
nithologist and practicing physician 
of Denver, Colorado ; Major Allan 
Brooks, of Okanagan, British Colum- 
bia; James P. Chapin, American 
Museum of Natural History, New 
York City, and Dr. Glover M. Allen, 
Boston Society of Natural History. 

Five members, the grade of mem- 
bership next lower than fellow, were 
elected as follows : S. Prentiss Bald- 
win, expert on banding birds, Cleve- 
land, Ohio; George L. Fordyce, 
treasurer of the Wilson Ornitho- 
logical Club, Youngstown, Ohio ; 
F. C. Lincoln, Biological Survey, 
Washington, D. C. ; C. H. Rogers, 
Princeton University, and Dr. Casey 
A. Wood, Chicago. 

The entire quota of twenty-five 
honorary fellows from foreign lands 
was filled for the first time since 
1890 by the election of five foreign 
ornithologists. Fourteen correspond- 
ing fellows, all foreign, were also 
elected. 

Memorial addresses on three fel- 
lows who died during the past year 



